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LONGITUDINAL SECTION OF THE 
LOWER JAW FOR THE REMOVAL 
OF A TUMOR.* 


By J. Rusa Barron, M.D., one of 
the Surgeons of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, and of the Philadelphia 
Almshouse Infirmary. 


Tue records of medicine of this 
country, as well as of Europe, have 
already afforded so many examples 
of the successful removal of large 
portions of the lower jaw, in cases 
where the bone had been involved 
in disease, as to justify and establish 
the practice in desperate cases, and 
to require that the operation should 
henceforth be ranked amongst those 
in regular surgery. 

If the case about to be detailed 
afforded only an additional evidence 
of the feasibility and success of the 
common operation, an apolo 
might be deemed necessary for 
encumbering the journal with su- 
perfluous matter; but as there is 
some novelty in the mode of ope- 
rating, a short account will be given 
to illustrate it. 


On the 28th of July, 1830, Isaac 
Duffield, a mulatto man, thirty years 
of age, from the State of Delaware, 
was admitted into the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, with a disease said to 
have originated in the gum, which 
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had been injured by the pressure 
of the fulcrum of the key, used in 
the extraction of a molar tooth of 
the left side of the lower jaw, eigh- 
teen months previously. 

It ainaitveit the form of a tumor, 
involving the gums, alveolar pro- 
cesses, and part of the body of the 
bone, and gradually increased in 
size until it had taken entire pos- 
session of the mouth, forcing the 
tongue into the pharynx, and stretch- 
ing the jaws widely apart. A large 
portion of the tumor also made room 
for itself by escaping from the cavi- 
ty of the mouth, and rising upon 
the outside of the superior maxil- 
lary bone, thus producing great de- 
formity by protruding the lips and 
left side of the face and neck. 
Where this loathsome mass pre- 
sented itself at the mouth, it was 
in a state of ulceration. 

The tumor was of a florid red 
color. It was dense, elastic, and 
lobulated, and in its structure par- 
taking much of the character of the 

s. From its surface were se- 
creted large quantities of muco- 
purulent matter. 

Upon introducing a spatula into 
the mouth, and putting the right 
cheek upon the stretch, the patient 
could force the tip of the tongue 
into view between the half arches 
and the side of the tumor. 

As he had neither room for solid 
food, nor power to masticate it, his 
nutriment was taken in fluid form 
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by a similar process of distending 
the check. 

Epulis is the name assigned by 
writers to this species of tumor, 
which, though not malignant in its 
early stage, nor essentially so at 
any period, is said frequently to 
eventuate in a cancerous disease. 

The peculiarity of the operation 
I am about to describe, consists in 
the longitudinal section of the 
bone, by which a rim at the basis 
of the bone was preserved to sup- 
port the under lip and chin, thereby 
obviating the distortion of the face 
consequent to the usual mode of 
cutting out an entire piece of the 
bone by the perpendicular section. 

Operation.—On the 4th of Sep- 
tember, an incision was commenced 
over the left angle of the lower jaw, 
carried on a line with the under 
edge of the base, around to near 
the facial artery of the opposite 
side. This incision extended 
through the integuments and mus- 
cles of the cheek and lips, so as to 
open the cavity of the mouth. The 
under lip, towards the left commis- 
sure of the mouth, was cut through 
to meet the first incision at a right 
angle. The tumor was thus brought 
into view, exposing fully its con- 
nexion with the lower jaw, to the 
anterior and posterior surfaces of 
which it firmly adhered. The ad- 
hesions were detached from the 
anterior surface of the bone, as 
high from the base as it was sound. 
A section was then made with a 
saw, through the body of the bone, 
just below the maxillary canal, in 
a line parallel to the base of the 
jaw, and extended as far back as 
the roots of the last molar tooth, 
on the left side, and to the last but 
one on the right side. A perpen- 
dicular section was then made with 
a narrow-bladed saw, between the 
teeth through the alveolar process, 


until it met at right angles the first 
division of the bone. The portion 
thus insulated contained the diseased 
mass. The tumor was then ele- 
vated, and its connexions with the 
inner surface of the bone separated. 
It now came away entire, exposing 
the body of the bone in a healthy 
state, except at one point on the 
surface, which was readily taken 
off with the nippers. 

No bloodvessels were taken up 
but the left facial and right coronary 
arteries, the hemorrhage from other 
points ceasing spontaneously. The 
flap was now replaced, and the 
sides of the incision carefully ad- 
agg ; the lip closed with the hair 

ip pins, and the rest supported by 
interrupted sutures and adhesive 
plaster. 

The patient did well ; the wound 
united by the first intention, and in 
a short time the parts within the 
mouth healed over the bone. The 
tongue regained its natural position. 
The distended and flaccid lips and 
cheek gradually contracted to their 
natural dimensions, but their col- 
lapse was prevented by the rim of 
the jaw which had been left. The 
contour of the face was thus pre- 
served, and the patient recovered 
the power of masticating his food 
with the three remaining teeth, and 
their antagonists of the upper jaw. 

On the 9th of October following, 
the man was discharged from the 
Hospital cured, and almost incre- 
dibly free from deformity. 


II. 
CASE OF AMNESIA. 
By S. Henry Dickson, M.D., Prof. 


Institutes and Practice of Med. in 
the Med. Coll. of S. Carolina. 


In May, 1829, I was requested to 
visit, in consultation, J. W——. 
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He is a man of short stature, ruddy 
face, full habit, about fifty-five years 
of age, cheerful, talkative, quick, 
impatient; has been engaged in 
mercantile business ; lives freely, 
but not intemperately. Some 
weeks previously, having eaten a 
very hearty dinner, he was seized 
in the afternoon, while occupied at 
backgammon, with a degree of men- 
tal confusion, occasioning him to 
rise from the table hastily, and 
walk about with his hand on his 
forehead in silence, and with an air 
ofentire absence. This abstraction 
increasing, soon amounted to a total 
insensibility of external objects. A 
etn being sent for, he was 

led largely, and gradually reco- 
vered, in a partial degree, his fa- 
culties. His situation seems to be 
in many respects unusual, and his 
case presents some curious patho- 
logical phenomena. He retains his 
muscular strength in great measure 
unimpaired ; there is indeed no 
more emaciation or debility than 
must of necessity follow from re- 
strictions in diet and remedial de- 
gre His appetite is good, and 

is digestion for the most part easy 
and natural. His sleep is com- 
a and not morbidly profound. 

is memory, and more especially 
his power of recollection, are af- 
fected. He is at a loss for words, 
but not always, for he will occa- 
sionally pronounce a whole sentence 
without hesitation. He seems to 
have lost the convential connexion 
between an idea and the word de- 
noting it. I infer this from the 
following circumstances:—He gives 
us to understand that he always 
remembers the thing aimed at, 
though he cannot express it. ‘I 
know a great many things—I can- 
not speak anything ”—is a phrase 
often repeated by him. He reads 
much, but says he does not under- 


é 


stand, nor does he, in reading aloud, 
utter the correct words with cer- 
tainty. He was very fond, for a 
time, of copying. He wrote a 
good hand, and seldom failed to 
write the proper word, but declares 
that this she he did without under- 
standing. The difficulty seems to 
be, in both these instances, that he 
is unable, from extreme deficiency 
of retentiveness, to remember the 
first part of a sentence long enough 
to connect it into meaning with the 
conclusion. Some words he al- 
ways failed to recollect. He was 
fond of molasses, and used it fre- 
quently with water to quench his 
thirst ; but he could never remem- 
ber the word, nor could he be 
brought to utter it, or take it from 
another person by suggestion, how- 
ever frequently and distinctly re- 
peated. Hecarried the word writ- 
ten out fairly on a card in his pock- 
et, and would make, from time to 
time, the most strenuous efforts to 
order his servant to hand him the 
article, but in vain. He was much 
chagrined at this. ‘‘ Why,” said 
he to me, ‘‘can I not speak that 
word ? When my friends visit me, 
I can order for them wine, ale, 
porter, cider, brandy—but this I 
cannot speak.” 

He fancies, when he does not 
comprehend what is said to him, 
that he does not hear it, and com- 
— much of this supposed defect. 

ut that his hearing is perfect, is 
proved by a thousand instances of 
acuteness in this particular. He 
hears a distant sound, the ringing 
of a bell, the striking, and even the 
ticking of a clock, as well as any 
body about him. 

He mistakes sometimes the 
names of his daughters, calls a day 
a week, drops a syllable, uses a 
word entirely inappropriate, or a 
set (though very rarely) of uncon- 
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nected syllables, and becomes con- 
fused under a consciousness of his 
mistakes. This is apt to render 
him low-spirited ; he is not uni- 
formly so, however—he still loves 
a joke. While under a course of 
medicine, his wife, at dinner, hap- 
pened to forget something which 
she wished to tell him ;—rising 
hastily from the table, he ran off 
for a powder to give her ‘‘ to make 
her remember.”? ‘This he told me 
afterwards with great glee. 

It is further remarkable that his 
= tion and recollection of num- 

rs have always been clear, at 
least comparatively and notably so. 
He reads and speaks of numbers 
accurately. An advertisement be- 
ing placed before him, ‘ ’s 
Lottery Office,”’ he could not read 
the name, though, as he exclaimed 
impatiently, “‘he knew the man 
well ! ” but the list of prizes ranged 
beneath the caption he could run 
through fluently. He would remind 
his friends of the precise dates at 
which notes in his possession were 
to become due, and make all the 
necessary preparations concerning 
them ; and this at a time when he 
could not write his own name un- 
less from a copy, nor with unifor- 
mity utter it when shown him writ- 
ten, nor remember it regularly when 
he wished. A date he could at 
any time make out, but not always 
the month referred to in words. 

In the above detailed case, it is 
not easy to refer the various phe- 
nomena presented, each to its own 
proper cause and origin. The 
perception of objects seems to be 
irregularly defective—not, howe- 
ver, from any lesion of the external 
senses, but from something peculiar 
in the condition of the brain: -The 
patient, however, is unwilling to 
allow any such defect of perception 
as is here supposed. He contends 
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that ‘‘he cannot remember — he 
cannot speak what he does perceive 
and understand.”? The only ex- 
ception which he is ready to ac- 
knowledge, is found in the sense 
of hearing, which he believes to be 
dull, but which is in reality abun- 
dantly acute. Shall we account 
for all the apparent defect of memo- 
ry by this imperfect perception ? 
The less vivid the impression made 
on the material organ of thought, 
the less permanent it will be, of 
course. How then shall we ex- 
plain the difference between the 
various sets of objects presented to 
him ? Words were most frequent- 
ly forgotten or mistaken,—numbers 
almost always promptly compre- 
hended and recollected. Is it be- 
cause the idea of a number—the 
impression made by it on the brain 
—1s more intense, more clear, more 
deeply stamped, than that of a 
word ; as a figure of definite form, 
and bounded by lines and angles 
of mathematical precision, is more 
distinctly and easily remembered 
than an uncertain shape or a sha- 
dowy outline 


Ill. 
A CASE OF DIABETES INSIPIDUS.* 


By Joun Darwatt, M.D., Physician 
to the Birmingham Dispensary. 


Fesrvuary 23, 1830.—Catharine 
Lakin, aged 36, complains of ex- 
cessive thirst ; a very considerable 
quantity of amber colored urine, 
equal to, as she thinks, if not more 
than, the quantity of fluid she 
drinks ; skin dry and harsh ; ‘the 
cuticle everywhere peeling off in 
large flakes’; no perspiration what- 
ever, and‘always feels cold; very 
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little appetite ; countenance that of 
a person nearly fifty years of age ; 
much emaciated; tongue furred and 
very rough, with red patches and 
streaks, posteriorly brown; ano- 
rexia; flatulence ; clangor intesti- 
norum ; bowels relaxed ; pain in 
the right hypochondrium increased 
by pressure ; no prominence of the 
liver, but the pain extends along 
the situation of its edge, and is 
most intense as it approaches the 
pit of the stomach ; catamenia re- 
gular as to time, but very pale ; 
much leucorrhoea and prurigo va- 
gine ; occasional pain in the back, 
but not increased by pressure, nei- 
ther in the situation of the kidneys 
nor elsewhere; some dyspneea ; 
very low spirited; has been mar- 
ried seventeen years, but has had 
no children ; pulse 100, of mode- 
rate strength. 

Has been ill for nearly a year 
and a half. The thirst came on 
first about that time, and she did 
not make much water till some 
months afterwards. The thirst was 
removed about September, 1828, 
and returned again fast September. 

She had, two years ago, a sore 
leg, having experienced much pain 
in the leg for six years before. It 
has not been healed for more than 
six months. The sore was open 
when the disorder began. Specific 
gravity of the urine, 1,004 ; color, 
pale amber. Passed between five 
and six quarts of urine between 
twelve o’clock yesterday and ten 
this morning. 

26th.—Has made seven quarts 
of urine, and drank eight quarts of 
fluid within the last 23 hours. Has 
eaten three ounces of bread and 
five oysters. Has been purged 
five or six times, and passed much 
watery matter away. The evacua- 
tions were very offensive. Much 
clangor intestinorum. Notso much 


“ in the right hypochondrium.— 
ulphur bath every other morning. 
Pulv. ipecacuanhe comp. pss. bis 
die. 

March 2.—Perspired slightly the 
first day in the bath, but not at all 
the second. Bowels still open. 
Skin does not appear quite so harsh. 
Passed nine quarts of urine from 
nine o’clock yesterday till nine 
o’clock this morning, and drank 
about the same quantity. Tongue 
cleaner. Says she_feels better, and 
is more cheerful ; and has not so 
much pain in the side. Appetite 
no better: vomits when she attempts 
to eat meat. 

March 5.—Skin scarcely so dry; 
tongue certainly improved ; is not 
weakened by the bath; pulse 80 ; 
bowels open three or four times a 
day. akes scarcely any solid 
food.—Cont. Balneum sulp. quo- 
tidie. | 

March 9.—Improving both in 
her and her general feel- 
ings. Is purged much every day ; 
much pain and griping with each 
evacuation. — Rep. balneum quo- 
tidie. 

March 12.-—Perspired in the 
bath a little yesterday, but not at 
all on the 10th. Appetite rather 
better ; bowels moved only once 
or twice—still relaxed. Evacua- 
tions black and offensive. Pain 
rather severe along the edge of the 
liver. Other symptoms much the 
same. Pulse 80.— Applicentur 
hirudines xii. parti dolenti. Cont. 
pulveres. 

The report from this time little 
varies in its purport. She gradu- 
ally continued to improve in her 
strength and spirits and appetite till 
the 4th of May, when she ceased 
her attendance. Her urine and 
thirst however were little dimi- 
nished. 

August 15.—I have seen this 
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woman a day or two ago, and she 
has gained flesh, is stronger, and 
states herself to be in good health. 
She still, however, drinks above 


two quarts a day, and makes nearly 
an equal quantity of water. The 


skin also continues dry and harsh. 


IV. 


CASE OF PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPE- 
LAS OF THE LEG. 


Fesrvuary 18th, 1830.—Thomas P 


Rivers, et. 39; under the care of 
Mr. Pierpont. Was brought into 
the Worcester infirmary sith phleg- 
monous erysipelas of the leg, ac- 
companied with very extensive 


sloughing. Limb very much swol- 


len. Complains of great thirst ; 
bowels costive ; tongue furred ; 
pulse 76 ; countenance flushed and 
very much distressed ; considerable 
fever ; rest disturbed. Free and 
extensive incisions were made in 
the leg, and the limb rolled up in a 
barm poultice. Was put upon full 
diet. Hydr. subm. gr. v. and ol 
ricini 3i. — Tre opii M. x. 

s. Haust.. effervescens 4tis 
horis s. tre opii M. vi. 

Leg became better in a few days; 
fever abated. Was ordered to take 
3ss. of Port wine every three 
hours, and to continue the efter- 
vescent draught without the lauda- 
num. 

He had occasional attacks of fe- 
ver, accompanied with delirium ; 
at which time leeches and blisters 
were applied, with cold applica- 
tions. His leg became better ; the 
sloughs came away, and healthy 
granulations appeared. He went 
on very well, and in April was dis- 
charged, cured, and since that time 
he has yore the entire use of his 
leg.— Ib. 


ve" 


REMARKS ON THE USE OF EME- 
TICS, AND SOME OF THE DISs- 
EASES IN WHICH THEY MAY 
BE ADMINISTERED. 


For the Boston eee and Surgical Jour- 
nal. 


Mr. Ep1ror,—Emetics are com- 
monly divided into those which 
affect the stomach alone, and those 
which affect the constitution. For 
ractical purposes, this distinction 
a ; although nothing can 

ect the stomach, without being 
felt in other parts of the system. 

When it is desirable quickly to 
relieve the stomach of its contents, 
as when oppressed by too full a 
meal, or containing substances 
which may be injurious to the sys- 
tem ; or to cleanse it of unhealthy 
secretions and excite it to action, 
as in cases of dyspepsia, and some- 
times in advanced stages of fever,— 
no medicine is to be preferred to 
sulphate of zinc. The sulphate of 
copper is sometimes used for the 
same purpose ; but it has appeared 
to me not to be so quick in its 
operation, and sometimes more 
violent than the first named article, 
and consequently inadmissible when 
it is necessary to be sparing of the 
patient’s strength. 

The sulphate of copper acts with 
great power on the extreme vessels, 
operating as an astringent, and caus- 
ing them to contract, when preter- 
naturally dilated, and is consequently 
a very useful remedy in checking he- 
morrhages. As an illustration of the 
correctness of this principle, I will 
state some cases which have come 
under my observation. 

An old man was suffering from 
rofuse hemorrhage from the nose. 
hen I first saw him, he had bled 
more or less freely every day for 
more than a week. Two physi- 


| 
fy 
4 
| 
‘ 
4 


cians had previously seen him, and 
prescribed some local applications, 
which had produced a temporary 
suspension of the bleeding. He 
was at this time pale and much 
exhausted, so much so that I was 
apprehensive he would die, if not 
soon relieved ; for the blood from 
the nose was almost a stream, and 
the state of the bed-clothes and the 
utensils around him bore testimony 
to the !arge quantity he had fost. 
Finding local applications to be of 
no avail, I determined to give an 
emetic of sulphate of copper. The 
effect was remarkable. So soon 
as the patient became nauseated by 
the medicine, the bleeding stopped, 
and he had no more trouble from 
it. Ihave repeatedly directed the 
same medicine in cases of epistaxis, 
after local applications have failed, 
and in no instance have I been dis- 
appointed in its operation. 

A man was suffering from severe 
hemoptysis. His cough was inces- 
sant, and had been so for many 
hours previous to my visiting him ; 
his expectoration consisted of fresh 
and florid blood alone. I imme- 
diately directed him an emetic of 
the sulphate of copper, in small 
and repeated doses. The effect 
was as striking as in the case of 
epistaxis. So soon as the patient 
was nauseated, the expectoration 
of blood was diminished ; and b 
the time vomiting was induced, it 
was entirely checked. This man, 
in a few weeks, died of phthisis ; 
‘but he had no more trouble from 
hemoptysis. 

Hemorrhages from the uterus, 
when dependent upon a relaxed 
state of the vessels, can be often 
checked by the use of this medi- 
cine. Hence it has been found 
very efficacious in cases of profuse 
menstruation arising from this cause; 
and also in excessive flowing after 
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delivery, when the common local 
applications have failed. 

The sulphate of copper should 
always be given in solution. When 

rescribed with a view of checking 
henenings, the dose should be 
from two to five grains, repeated 
every five minutes, in order that a 
nausea may be maintained for a 
time before free vomiting is induced. 
When the intention is to relieve the 
stomach, the dose should be from 
ten to twenty grains. 

In thus speaking of the utility of 
sulphate of copper in cases of /he- 
morrhage, I do not mean to under- 
rate other remedies for the same 
affection. I am aware of the pow- 
er of acetate of lead, and I do not 
know but that other emetics, besides 
the one above mentioned, may 
produce the same effects. I only 
speak of what I know that this ar- 
ticle is capable of doing. It has 
the recommendation over most 
emetics, in producing but little de- 
bility ; and I have not been dis- 
posed to relinquish it for other ar- 
ticles with whose virtues I am ‘less 
acquainted. 

he efficacy of tartrite of anti- 
mony in breaking up diseased ac- 
tions at their commencement, and 
its consequent utility in the early 
stages of fever and inflammation, is 
well understood. Its power in 
subduing excessive action, whether 
used as an emetic or an alterative, 
entifles it to a place among the 
most useful of antiphlogistic reme- 
dies. In using it as an emetic, 
most physicians combine it with 
ipecacuanha, regarding the action 
of the antimony alone as too violent. 
This is undoubtedly judicious as a 
general rule ; but in‘men of robust 
constitution, or in any case where 
it is desirable to produce a power- 
ful impression, it is best to be given 
alone, in small and repeated doses, 
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The yellow subsulphate of mer- 
cury is entitled to be ranked with 
the last named article. It is a 
powerful medicine, and is much 
valued by those who have been in 
the habit of using it, as a remedy 
in croup and inflammation about 
the fauces. Whether its use can 
be extended, with benefit, to in- 
flammations in other parts, expe- 
rience has not yet determined. Its 
dose is from two to five grains. 

There is no article of the materia 
medica so gig to the vital 
powers as tobacco. It must con- 
sequently possess great efficacy in 
subduing inordinate morbid action ; 
and it is said to have been used by 
some physicians, with great success, 
in the treatment of croup. The 
uncertainty and violence of its ope- 
ration is such, however, that most 

ractitioners have been deterred 
om its use, and have preferred 
the more safe, and perhaps equally 
efficacious remedies, which have 
been above mentioned. 

Emetics in cases of obstinate 
constipation, is not, that I am aware 
of, a common practice. Dr. Ho- 
sack, of New York, in the 2d vol. 
of his Medical Essays, has publish- 
ed a highly interesting article on 
this subject. He relates eight cases 
of this affection, which were spee- 
any relieved by the use of emetics. 

of these patients had previously 
suffered from the same complaint, 
and had been relieved only by ca- 
lomel carried to the point of sali- 
vation. The circumstance of the 
patients rejecting common cathar- 
tics, did not deter Dr. H. from 
the use of emetics. The article 
used was either tartarized antimony 
alone, or combined with ipecacu- 
anha. The operation, in all these 
cases, was succeeded by copious 
bilious discharges from the bowels. 


The fifth case in this paper is the 


most striking, and, as the work 
may not be accessible to all your 
readers, I here give it. 

‘¢ Miss , who is constitu- 
tionally inclined to a torpid state 
of the intestines, and is very liable 
to obstinate attacks of constipation, 
has been three times under my care 
in this disease. After directing in 
vain the various cathartics ordina- 
rily prescribed, and all the usual 
forms of enemata, I at length di- 
rected the emetic before mentioned: 
it was followed by immediate relief, 
although the disease had been of 
several days’ duration. Upon ano- 
ther occasion, I directed the emetic 
in the commencement of her com- 
plaint, with the same successful 
result. The same young lady, in 
a short time, experienced a return 
of the same disease, but attended 
with more severe pain than she had 
suffered upon any preceding occa- 
sion. Being confined to my bed, 
I requested an eminent physician 
to visit her. He found her bowels 
had been confined about seven days. 
After letting blood from the arm, 
he directed fomentations to be ap- 
plied to the abdomen, and enemata, 
variously composed, to be adminis- 
tered, and castor oil, calomel and 
jalap, in succession ; but all to no 
purpose. The purgative medicines 
were rejected by vomiting ; the 
enemata were returned as they were 
administered, without containing the 
least portion of fecal matter. She 
earnestly solicited an emetic to be 
given her, urging that she had been 
relieved by this means in both of 
her former attacks. This was de- 
clined by the physician, who con- 
sidered it to be hazardous to pre- 
scribe emetic medicines in a case 
of this nature. Recourse was had 


to calomel and opium. Salivation 
was the result, but without the re- 
lief by the bowels which usually 
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follows this operation of mer- 
cury. 

‘¢Upon my recovery, I visited 
her. She stil suffered severe re- 
turns of pain. Her mouth had 
been sore three or four days ; but, 
notwithstanding the use of enemata, 
which had been frequently adminis- 
tered as fomentations to the bow- 
els, when her pain was most severe, 
no alvine discharge whatever had 
taken place. Although fifteen days 
had ela sed since the commence- 
ment of her obstruction, I gave her 
an active emetic, viz., fifteen grains 
of ipecacuanha, and two of tartar- 
ized antimony, directing it to be 
repeated at the expiration of an 
hour, if aay son The first ope- 
rated very freely, discharging a 
large quantity of dark-colored bi- 
lious matter by vomiting, followed 
by similar copious evacuations by 
stool. In twenty-four hours, she 
was so entirely relieved that my 
attendance became almost unneces- 
sary, except for the removal of the 
soreness of the mouth that remained 
from the mercury that had been 
prescribed.” 

A physician of this city relates 
the case :—‘* A man who 
had suffered long and severely from 
an attack of colic, connected with 
a costive state of bowels, and to 
whom a great variety of remedies 
had been given, was suddenly re- 
lieved by the following :— Two 
scruples of tobacco, infused in a 
pint of water ; to which was added 
one ounce of epsom salts : one half 
to be given at once—the other half 
in thirty minutes, if necessary.” 

The facts in this case are impor- 
tant, as they serve to confirm the 
practice recommended by Dr. Ho- 
sack for obstinate constipation, and 
at the same time offer a remedy for 
severe cases of another distressing 
disease. Whether any other eme- 


tic would answer as well as the 
tobacco, under exactly similar cir- 
cumstances, is questionable ; but 
from the success which attended the 
treatment of the cases of constipation 
above referred to, there is reason to 
believe that it would. Be this as 
it may, most practitioners would be 
slow in using so dangerous an agent, 
and would not resort to it except 
in extreme cases, after other less 
hazardous remedies had been tried. 
It is also questionable whether, in 
cases of obstinate constipation, any 
advantage would be derived from 
combining the emetic with a ca- 
thartic. If the opinion of Dr. Ho- 
sack be correct, there would not ; 
for, according to him, the good 
effect of emetics, in these cases, 
depends chiefly upon their produc- 
ing a free discharge of bile from 
the hepatic system into the intes- 
tines. There is also an objection 
to this combination, inasmuch as it 
would render the dose bulky ; and 
consequently, when the stomach is 
irritable, there would be danger 
that the medicine would not be 
retained long enough to produce its 
specific operation. No objection, 
however, can be made to the joint 
use of enemata, as they will, when 
properly administered, be sufficient 
of themselves, in most instances, 
to remove the complaint. To 
effect this, they should be stimu- 
lant and very copious ; of which a 
physician can never be sure, unless 
they are given by himself. 


I shall close this paper with a 
few remarks on some of the diffi- 
culties attending the administration 
of an emetic. The first which I 
shall notice, is the difficulty of bring- 
ing an emetic to operate. This 
may arise either from the powers 
of the stomach being impaired, or 
more frequently from the existence 
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of a violent action in some other 
part of the system ; in accordance 
with a general principle, that an 
increased action in one part of the 
system, is attended with diminished 
power in other parts. The former 
state of the stomach is sometimes 
met with in habitual drunkards, al- 
though an opposite state more fre- 
quently occurs. In such cases, in 
addition to the emetic, benefit will 
be derived from giving some stimu- 
lant, such as ether, or alcohol, or 
ammonia. The other condition 
of the stomach to which I have 
referred, is often met with in 
children, and sometimes in adults, 
laboring under convulsions. It ajso 
sometimes occurs at the onset of 
violent inflammations of the lungs 
and air-passages, and in such cases 
is to be regarded as a bad symptom, 
especially if attended with a cor- 
responding torpor of the cutaneous 
vessels, which renders them inca- 
pable of being acted upon by a 
blister. Every practitioner, no 
doubt, has found difficulty in ex- 
citing vomiting in children suffering 
from convulsions. In such cases, 
the intentions should be to excite 
the stomach, and overcome the in- 
ordinate action of the muscles. 
These intentions are commonly 
answered by giving a_ powerful 
emetic, and immersing the patient 
ina warm bath. But the question 
is, what is to be done when these 
remedies fail to produce the desired 
effect? Then, advantage may be 
derived from giving a few drops of 
aqua ammonia in some warm water; 
and, in extreme cases, resort should 
be had to bleeding, either with the 
lancet or leeches : the loss of a few 
ounces of blood, under such cir- 
cumstances, will be attended with 
unequivocal advantage. The same 
difficulty in exciting vomiting, oc- 
curs on the attack of violent infam- 


Use of Emcetics. 


mations. Indeed, it not unfre- 
quently occurs that affections of 
this sort, such as croup, inflam- 
mation of the lungs, &c., are usher- 
ed in with convulsions.* But, in- 
dependent of convulsions, the diffi- 
cilky referred to will sometimes 
occur. In such cases, should the 
emetic fail to operate, even should 
the practice not have been deter- 
mined upon before, resort should 
be had at once to the warm bath and 
bleeding ; which, in addition to 
their specific operation, will do much 
in promoting the action of vomiting. 

Another difficulty attending the 
operation of an emetic, is the vio- 
lence of its operation. Vomiting 
is sometimes attended with severe 
and spasmodical efforts of the mus- 
cles employed in this act ; somuch 
so, that not unfrequently we meet 
with patients who are very reluctant 
to taking an emetic. 

This difficulty can be obviated, 
in most cases, by diffusing the 
emetic in a large quantity of warm 
water, or, what is better, an infu- 
sion of chamomile flowers or tho- 
roughwort, and causing the patient 
to drink freely of the same during 
the continuance of the operation. 
Persons who have suffered much 
from emetics, are often surprised 
at the ease with which they vomit 
by observing this precaution—being 
ready to attribute the difference to 


* Convulsions may occur in children,— 
Ist, from affections of the brain ; 2d, from 
irritations of teething ; 3d, from offending 
substances in the stomach and bowels ; 
4th, from sudden and violent attacks of 
inflammation. Teething may act either 
as a predisposing or exciting cause of con- 
vulsions. Children of irritable habits, ei- 
ther from constitutional causes, or render- 
ed so by the process of dentition, are most 
liable to convulsions from the two last 
mentioned causes. In children of this de- 
scription, a loaded stomach, croup, lung 
fever, hooping cough, measles, or any of 
the complaints to which childhood is lia- 
ble, may induce convulsions. 
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some peculiar virtue in the article 
which they have taken. 

In some cases where the action 
of the muscles is very distressing, 
it is well, in addition to the above 
precaution, to add 25 or 30 drops 
of laudanum. It is said the com- 
pound powder of carbonate of lime 
produces the same effects as lauda- 
num, and can be administered where 
the latter medicine is inadmissible. 
In all the precautions to render the 
act of vomiting easy, care should 
be taken not to make it too much 
so ; for on the violence of its ope- 
ration often depend the good effects 
of the medicine. 

Yours, &c. — S. 


MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, MARCH 1, 1831. 


HOMC@OPATHY. 


Wuen Demosthenes so eloquently 
charged upon his fickle countrymen, 
that, instead of making vigorous ef- 
forts to meet an invading enemy, 
they were congregating in the mar- 
ket place to hear some new thing, 
he gave a true as well as lively re- 
preseatation of one of the ruling 
passions of mankind. Men are all 
on the watch for something new. 
They seek it in the walks of busi- 
ness, in the haunts of amusement, 
in the retirement dignified by science 
and literature. No man is satisfied 
to have the same train of association 
awakened within him day after day, 
and week after week. His eye must 
be gratified with variety in the aspect 
of external objects—his ear saluted 
with new sounds—his mind filled 
with new ideas. Our judgment of 
men and of their works, is very con- 


51 


siderably influenced by the operation 
of this passion. Little dues it avail 
the claimant for the notice of the 
public, that he be wise or learned, 
unless he present some peculiarity 
of external appearance, manners, or 
sentiment, to attract the gaze of the 
multitude, or to gratify the cravings 
of a pampered mental appetite in 
those who would fain be considered 
of the better sort. The ancient 
philosopher understood this well, 
when he delivered his invectives on 
human nature from the interior of a 
tub. His words might in vain have 
been replete with wisdom; in vain 
might he have uttered sentiments 
redolent of inspiration; if he had 
not trusted more to his house than his 
head, he would, as Sterne says of 
Corporal Trim, “ have made nothing 
of it at all.” The legitimate de- 
scendants of Diogenes may be found 
in modern times, and in our own 
profession. They are known by a 
heavy-top cane, or a_ vilely-cut 
garment; possibly one who would 
court the lowest populace, may array 
himself in the gewgaws of an Abo- 
riginal savage. But these are at 
best but a vulgar species of attrac- 
tion, since they address these senses 
which all possess in common; and 
what the vulgar admire, the refined 
will be apt to despise. The avenue to 
medical eminence, in these days, is not 
so much strangeness in appearance, 
as novelty in opinion and doctrine ; 
aud this has the evident advantage 
over the other, that while it obtains 
for the practitioner success at home, 
it may, through the potent influence 
of medical publications, spread his 
fame through every quarter of the 
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civilized community. As might na- 
turally be expected, therefore,paradox 
is no uncommon resort for aspirants 
to medical fame. A man has only 
to be known by some sentiment or 
rule of practice wholly at variance 
with that of the rest of mankind, and 


such as subjects him to condemnation 


from every quarter, and he will 
scarce fail of acquiring a reputation. 
In an affair, however, where every- 
thing depends on a powerful and 
sudden effect, it is not sufficient to 
deviate in a small degree from public 
opinion. Common sense must be 
attacked in good earnest, or it will 
most certainly repel the invasion. The 
complaint which Goldsmith makes 
in the person of one of his charac- 
ters, ‘that the world said nothing to 
his paradoxes,” expresses the fate of 
many aspirants for this kind of re- 
nown, who, by fearing to commit 
themselves too much, fail to produce 
apy impression. The paradox must 
be a bold one. It must also be 
portable, such as can be put in few 
words, and in a convenient form for 
transportation, well fitted “hominum 
volitare per ora.” Provided it have 
these requisites, other circumstances 
ja regard to it are of less moment. 
It may be of negative import—as 
that calomel is of no efficacy in 
disease ; or positive—as that all dis- 
eases whatever may be cured by 
blue pill. It may either be particu- 
jar, and relate to a:‘new mode of 
curing dyspepsia ; or general enough 
to occupy the entire ground of me- 
-dical practice. 

It might, however, be supposed 
that the adoption of such sweeping 
theories, however well calculated to 


excite admiration, would be attend- 
ed, in practice, with some inconve- 
nience ; since the theorist must ei- 
ther abandon his principle, and thus 
subject it to suspicion, or, by rigid 
adherence to it, expose the lives of 
his patients to some hazard. In 
fact, however, the means of escaping 
this difficulty are sufficiently simple. 
Provided the practice avowed be 
not in its nature a violent one, the 
different degrees in which it should 
be employed leave a wide field for 
discretion ; and if it be simply ren- 
dered inefficacious, and a judicious 
general treatment in regard to diet 
and regimen be conjoined with it, 
the practitioner, with nature on his 
side, will most likely be able to com- 
bat the disease. There is this fur- 
tunate circumstance in the practice 
of our profession—that good judg- 
ment in general treatment will most 
generally counterbalance a single ab- 
surd notion, even though the practi- 
tioner be persuaded of its truth ; and 
although he who begins by deceiving 
others, will too often end by deceiv- 
ing himself, yet if the error be atoned 
for by some sagacity in the detection 
of disease, and a knowledge of the 
general laws of the animal economy, 
its practical operation will be mate- 
rially diminished. 

These remarks have in part sug- 
gested themselves to us, on reading an 
account of one of the new doctrines of 
the present day, the title of which we 
have prefixed to this article. It oc- 


curs in the last number of the Ame- 
rican Journal, as a notice of the 
fourth and last edition of M. Hahne- 
mann’s exposition of his theory. 
As the work itself has not beer 
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translated, we are indebted to the 
reviewer for the fullest statement we 
have yet seen of this singular doc- 
trine ; and we rise from its perusal 
with impressions, in regard to the 
author, considerably more favorable 
than we have heretofore entertained. 
The leading idea of the doctrine, 
namely, that similia similibus curan- 
tur, or that diseases are cured by 
those remedies which produce the 
same symptoms, appears, in its ob- 
vious sense, to be utterly absurd ; 
nor do the arguments and facts ad- 
duced in its support tend to diminish 
this absurdity in any degree. These 
facts, as quoted by the reviewer from 
the work itself,relate to the good effect, 
in certain diseases, of stimulant arti- 
cles, capable of producing, in health, 
a morbid influence on the same organ 
or tissue. Among these may be 
mentioned the effect of rhus radicans 
and of dulcamara in cutaneous dis- 
ease; of stramonium, belladonna, 
hyosciamus, and nux vonica, in con- 
vulsion ; and of cantharides in para- 
lysis vesice. Now admitting that 
the good effect of these remedies in 
the cases alleged is unequivocal, a 
fact which we are not disposed to 
deny, it should also be shown, by 
the homeeopathist, that the symp- 
toms they produce in the healthy 
system are precisely those of the 
diseases they cure. If this be not 
shown, we are still at liberty to refer 
their sanative influence to a counter- 
irritation, rather than to the principle 
in question : if it be shown to be the 
fact, this absurd consequence will 
follow—that the morbid effects pro- 
duced by these poisons may at any 
time be controlled, provided we re- 


sort to the simple expedient of con- 
tinuing their administration; that 
they form, in fact, their own sure 
antidote; and that the unhappy in- 
dividual who has fallen a victim to 
their power, need only to have takea 
an additional dose to have been se- 
cure from danger,—a conclusion well 
worthy of Dr. Sangrado himself. 
In truth, the principle, as stated, 
amounts so nearly to a contradiction 
in terms, that we see not how any 
facts could be framed which would 
meet the exigencies of the case. 
There is, however, as our readers 
are aware, another principle adopted 
by the homoeopathist—the effect of 
which, in practice, is exactly to neu- 
tralize the mischief which might fol- 
low from the adoption of the first. 
This principle, stated in general 
terms, is, that the organization is 
much more readily affected by the 
natural than by the artificial disease, 
and, consequently, that a very small 
quantity of medicine is sufficient to 
“excite that degree of action which is 
requisite to supplant the primary 
affection. In virtue of this saving 
clause, the doses of medicines actu- 
ally given are reduced to the hun- 
dredth,thousandth and seven millionth 
part of a grain or drop; to quantities 
in fact in which it would be absurd to 
maintain that they possess any efficacy 
whatever, The possessor of a tem- 
perament that could be affected by 
such doses as these, might not only die 
of a rose, inaromatic pain, but must 
inhale mortality with every breeze, 
and find disease and death in every 
article of food. If M. Hahnemann 
seriously believes that such doses 
can control disease by any virtue 
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which the article itself exerts, he 
presents a remarkable instance of 
mental hallucination, To treat him 
on his own principles, he ought to 
lose half a drop of blood, and permit 
one drop of cold water to fall from 
an infinite height perpendicularly 
upon his head. We do not believe 
that he can seriously entertain 
such an extravagant idea. The two 
parts of the theory are too well fitted 
to each other, to have been con- 
ceived in a depraved or perverted 
imagination. We know not a more 
edmirable mode of making, under 
the best auspices, a fair trial of the 
expectant method, than that which 
M. Hahnemann has adopted. The 
singularity of his views, and the en- 
thusiasm with which he supports 
them, must naturally bring him in- 
numerable patients; and if he has 
rhetoric to persuade them that he 
actually pursues an efficient system 
of treatment, and can thus inspire 
them with confidence, his plan as 
much transcends the antiquated ex- 
pedient of brown bread pills, as a 
grain of sulphate of quinine surpasses 
in efficacy the now exploded drug 
from which it is produced. Suchan 
imposition, when once discovered, 
inflicts a stigma on its author scarce 
ever to be effaced. On the other 
hand, he who should attempt the 
Same system undisguised, would, if 
in private practice, lose his patients 
—if in a civil hospital, his students ; 
so that we know not the situation, 
excepting perhaps the care of a mi- 
litary hospital, which can open to 
a practitioner the same field for ob- 
serving the natural course of disease, 
which is now enjoyed by the author 


of this doctrine. We hope the ac- 
curacy of his observations will be 
equal to the extent of his opportu- 
nities; and that the same persever- 
ing spirit which has led him to as- 
certain the four hundred and forty- 
eight symptoms produced by chamo- 
mile tea, will also conduct him to 
exact and valuable cunclusions on 
the phenomena of disease, as they 
appear when equally unaided and 
unembarrassed by the interference 
of art. 


UNITED STATES PHARMACOPGIA. 


SEVERAL notices on the subject of a 
second edition of this work, have 
been published in the newspapers, 
and as there appears to be some ob- 
scurity about the subject, as we be- 
fore hinted, we have taken pains 
to arrive at the true state of the 
case. The facts, so far as we can 
learn, are these :— 

In 1820, the United States Phar- 
macopeeia was formed by a conven- 
tion of delegates from the severa 
Medical Societies in the Union ; and 
provision was then made for the re- 
vision of the work, and publication 
of a second edition, in 1830. ‘This 
was appointed to be done by other 
delegates, to be elected by the seve- 
ral Societies befure mentioned, whose 
names were to be returned to Dr. 
Samuel L. Mitchell, of New York, 
the Presideut of the Convention, It 
was also appointed that the meeting 
of these delegates should be called 
by proclamation of Dr. Mitchell, 
and held at Washington, D. C., in 
the year 1830. 

It appears that, in conformity with 
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these appointments, the delegates 
were chosen by various Societies ; but 
many of the Societies neglected to 
make return of their election to Dr. 
M. At the time specified, Dr. M. 
notified such as had been returned 
to meet, as before appointed, at 
Washington, for the purpose of re- 
vising the Pharmacopoeia. As most 
of these delegates were from New 
York and its immediate vicinity, they 
met in that city, and, though not 
more than three or four in number, 
they proceeded to the preparation of 
the work ; and the edition thus pre- 
pared has been printed and circulated 
throughout the country. 

In the mean time, the delegates 
from various other societies in the 
Union, whose names had not been 
sent to the President, met, without 
his proclamation, in the city of 
Washington, organized a convention, 
and proceeded to revise the Phar- 
macopeia. The work of this con- 
vention is now in press, and will 
shortly be published. 

Thus have we two second editions 
of the Pharmacopcoeia—proceeding 
from different bodies, each body be- 
ing composed of delegates from me- 
dical Societies, but both informal,— 
the first, inasmuch as it met at New 
York instead of Washington, as ex- 
pressed in the act by which a con- 
vention was to be called, and the 
second, as it was not called together 
by the mode prescribed in that act. 

In this state of things, it is evident 
the profession must take some decid- 
ed step, in order to prevent a dan- 
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gerous confusion in the prescription 
and preparation of medicines; and 
it seems that the Counsellors of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, after 
duly considering the subject in all its 
bearings, have decided to abide, for 
the present, by the old edition of 
1820. This decision will doubtless 
meet the approbation of the profes- 
sion generally throughout the Com- 
monwealth. 

The following is the official notice 
of the Counsellors :— 


Whereas it does not appear to the 
Counsellors of the Mass. Medical 
Society that any revised edition of 
the American Pharmacopoeia has 
hitherto been completed with suffi- 
cient unanimity or extent of co-ope- 
ration to render certain iis adoption 
as a national standard : 

Resolved, That the Mass. Medi- 
cal Society will for the present con- 
tinue to use, as their standard, the 
Pharmacopoeia of the United States 
published by the Convention of 1820. 

Gro. Haywarp, 


Rec. Sec. of Mass. Med. Society. 


Legal Restraint on Quackery.— 
The Legislature of Maine has passed 
a law which prevents any person, 
not a regularly educated and licensed 
physician, from having a legal de- 
mand for medical advice or assist- 
ance, within the limits of that State. 


The letter from Madeira, and the 
communication on medical hiterature, 
came too late for the present num- 
ber. We hope Z. will pursue the 
subject as he proposes.—The facts 
respecting the blackness of the tongue 
are interesting, and will be given our 
readers next week. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston the week ending Feb. 11th, 20. Males, 11—Females, 9. 
Of consumption, 3 ; teething, 1; childbed fever, 1; lung fever, 1; old age, 1; unknown, 4; 
dropsy, 1 ; dropsy in brain, 1; fits,1; brain fever, 1; debility, 1; liver complaint, 1; intem- 
perance, I. 
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NOTICE. Those gentlemen who are yet indebted for the Ist vol. of the Med. 
and Surg. Journal, from Feb., 1828, to Feb., 1829, are hereby notified, that, after 
four weeks, the Proprietors of that Volume have authorized Mr. S. Smith to collect 
all that is due to them for it; and the present Proprietor respectfully re- 
quests that those indebted to him for the Medical Intelligencer, and the 2d and 3d 
vols. of the Med. and Surg. Journal, will forward all arrears) JOHN COTTON. 


The subscribers above mentioned for said 1st vol., are hereby requested to remit 
payment for the same to the subscriber, at the office of the Boston Daily Advertiser. 
SAMUEL SMITH, Agent for said Proprietors. 
March 1, 1831. 


COPARTNERSHIP NOTICE. The subscribers have formed a connexion in 
business as CHEMISTS, DRUGGISTS & APOTHECARIES, at Apothecaries’ Hall, 
No 188 Washington Street, opposite Marlboro’ Hotel, under the firm of JARVIS & 
PEIRSON. NATHAN JARVIS. 

GEORGE W. PEIRSON. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 
J. & P. have a few fine European Leeches—to the application of which, 
when cirected by Physicians, they will attend without any additional charge. 
Feb. 8. 


WILLIAMS ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST. This day received, by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE, * A Rational Exposition of the Physical Signs of the Diseases of 


the Lungs and Pleura, illustrating their Pathology and facilitating their Diagno- 
sis.’ By J. B. Dec. 6. 


BECLARD’S GENERAL ANATOMY. CARTER, HENDEE & BABCOCK 
have this day received—Elements of General Anatomy, or a Description of 
every kind of Organ composing the Human Body. By P. A. BEcLaRp, Profes- 
sor of Anatomy of the Faculty of Medicine of Paris. Preceded by a critical and bio- 
graphical Memoir of the Life and Writings of the Author. By Onivier, M.D. 
Translated from the French, with Notes. By Josepu ‘Toano, M.D., Member of the 
Philadelphia Medical Society. ec. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS AND CHEMICALS. Students in want of the 
above articles, would do well to call, before purchasing, at BREWER & BRO- 
THERS’, Nos. 90 and 92 Washington Street—Boston. Oct. 15.  ep3m 


GERMAN LEECHES. RICHARD A. NEWELL, Druggist, Summer Street, 
respectfully informs the Physicians and Public generally, that he has just received a 
fresh supply of the above-named Leeches, which will be sold at a fair price. 

N. B.—Leeches sent to any part of the city, and applied, without extra charge, 
by day or by night. 6w—Nov. 8. 


ABERCROMBIE ON DISEASES OF THE STOMACH. Just received by 
CARTER & HENDEE—Pathological and Practical Researches on Diseases of 
the Stomach, the Intestinal Canal, the Liver, and other Viscera of the Abdomen. 
By Joun ApERcRomBIE, M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Edinburgh, &c., and first Physician to his Majesty in Scotland. Sept. 28. 


SURGEON DENTIST’S MANUAL. Just received, by CARTER & HENDEE, 
The Surgeon Dentist’s Anatomical and Physiological Manual. By G. Warrtr, 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons. Nov. 2. 


Published weekly, by Joun Corton, at 184 Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars. and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if not 
paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for common newspapers. 
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